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General Information About the
/// Illinois Licensure Testing System
////

The first section of the study guide is available in a separate PDF file. Click the link below to
view or print this section.

General Information About the Illinois Licensure Testing System
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Field-Specific Information

e Test Subareas and Objectives

e Practice Test Questions

e Practice Constructed-Response
Assignments

[

Explanation of the Test Score Report

INTRODUCTION

The content tests are designed to assess a candidate's knowledge of content in
the specific teaching, school service personnel, or administrative field in which
licensure is sought. The tests are based on current and relevant expectations for
teacher preparation students and for teachers in Illinois as defined by the Illinois
Content Area Standards for Educators. This study guide is designed to focus your
preparation by helping you become familiar with the format and content to be
covered on the tests.

This section includes a list of test subareas and objectives, sample test directions,
practice multiple-choice test questions, practice constructed-response assign-
ments, performance characteristics and scoring scales, an explanation of the
scoring process for the constructed-response assignments, and a score report
explanation.

TEST SUBAREAS AND OBJECTIVES

The content covered by the test is organized into subareas. You will find a list of
subareas at the beginning of the list of test objectives. Within each subarea, the
content is further defined by a set of objectives. Each objective comprises two
major parts:

1. the objective statement, which broadly defines the knowledge and skills that an
entry-level educator needs to know; and

2. the descriptive statements, which describe in greater detail the types of
knowledge and skills covered by the test objective.

The test objectives are broad, conceptual, and meaningful statements, written in
language that reflects the skills, knowledge, and understanding that an entry-level
teacher needs in order to teach effectively in an Illinois classroom. A test consists
of test questions that measure an examinee's mastery of these test objectives.

Below is an example of a test objective statement and its accompanying descriptive
statements for the Elementary/Middle Grades test.
Objective Statement

Understand word analysis strategies and vocabulary development and how to
use effective, developmentally appropriate approaches to promote students'
word analysis and vocabulary skills.
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Descriptive Statements

Demonstrate knowledge of phonics and its role in decoding; of ways to assess
students' phonic skills; and of effective instructional strategies, activities, and
materials for promoting students' phonetic analysis skills.

Demonstrate knowledge of word analysis strategies, including syllabication,
morphology (e.g., use of affixes and roots), and context clues; of ways to assess
students' use of word analysis strategies; and of effective instructional
strategies, activities, and materials for promoting students' word analysis and
contextual analysis skills.

Demonstrate knowledge of the role of vocabulary development in reading; of
ways to assess students' vocabulary development; and of effective instructional
strategies, activities, and materials for promoting students' vocabulary
development.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE: RUSSIAN TEST OBJECTIVES

I. Listening Comprehension of Audio Recordings
Il. Reading and Vocabulary
Ill. Language Structures and Acquisition
IV. Cultural Knowledge
V. Written Expression
VI. Oral Expression

SUBAREA I—-LISTENING COMPREHENSION OF AUDIO RECORDINGS

0001 Demonstrate an understanding of oral communication in Russian.
For example:
e Demonstrate comprehension of audio presentations unsupported by visual aids.

e Demonstrate an understanding of questions or comments likely to be encountered in a
social situation.

e Demonstrate an understanding of requests for information.

0002 Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations.
For example:
e Demonstrate an understanding of the main idea or details in a spoken passage.
e Demonstrate an understanding of a telephone message or public-address announcement.
e Demonstrate an understanding of a sequence of steps described in a set of oral directions.

e Demonstrate an understanding of a stated cause or effect of a situation described in an oral
message.

0003 Infer meaning from oral communications.
For example:
e Assess the tone, mood, or point of view of one or more speakers.

e Analyze a relationship (e.g., cause-and-effect) implied but not stated in an oral
communication.

e Analyze the social context of a spoken exchange or the relationship between speakers.
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SUBAREA II-READING AND VOCABULARY

0004

0005

0006

Demonstrate an understanding of written passages, including electronic texts, in Russian.
For example:

e Demonstrate comprehension of key vocabulary as well as the main message of complex
materials without the help of visual representations.

e Demonstrate knowledge of strategies for accessing documents written in Russian located on
the World Wide Web.

Demonstrate an understanding of the literal content of a variety of authentic materials.
For example:

e Analyze a passage to determine the stated main idea or an accurate summary.

e Analyze a passage to determine details regarding character, setting, or events.

e Analyze a passage to determine the sequence of events.

Apply skills of inference and interpretation to a variety of authentic materials.
For example:

e Infer setting or character from information provided in a passage.

e Determine implied cause-and-effect relationships in a passage.

e Infer an author's assumptions, purpose, or point of view in a passage.

SUBAREA IlI-LANGUAGE STRUCTURES AND ACQUISITION

0007

0008

Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions.

For example:

e Transform a positive statement, question, or command to a negative one or vice versa.
e Transform the tense or mood of a sentence or passage.

e Transform a sentence or passage from direct to indirect discourse or vice versa.

e Combine two or more sentences into one sentence that preserves the original meaning of
the sentences.

Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to complete them.
For example:

e Recognize the correct noun or pronoun form or particle for a given context.

e Recognize verb forms or phrases as appropriate for a given context.

e Recognize the appropriate modifying word or phrase to complete a sentence.

e Recognize the appropriate subordinate clause to complete a sentence.
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0009 Demonstrate the ability to organize, analyze, and explain to students the structure of the
Russian language.

For example:

Select revisions to correct inappropriate use of tenses, forms, or constructions.
Organize parts of speech into grammatically and syntactically correct sentences.

Demonstrate the ability to analyze linguistic structures of Russian and present them in a way
that is understandable to students.

0010 Understand processes involved in second-language acquisition.

For example:

Demonstrate knowledge of language development and the role of language learning as it
pertains to second-language acquisition.

Demonstrate knowledge of age-appropriate instructional strategies for developing students'
communicative skills in a second language (i.e., listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and
ways to adjust instruction to facilitate optimal learning for all students.

Evaluate the effectiveness of various age-appropriate classroom activities for developing
students' communicative skills in a second language.

Demonstrate knowledge of major theories of second-language acquisition and the
approaches, methodologies, and strategies that promote second-language acquisition.

Demonstrate knowledge of the ways students' native language, prior knowledge, and
educational background influence second-language acquisition.

SUBAREA IV—-CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE

0011 Demonstrate an understanding of manners, customs, and ranges of cultural expression of
Russian-speaking societies.

For example:
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Identify culturally appropriate behaviors in a variety of contexts.
Compare and contrast cultural practices among areas where Russian is spoken.
Demonstrate a familiarity with games, dances, and sports of Russian-speaking cultures.

Identify and compare daily diet, nutrition, and physical fitness regimens in areas where
Russian is spoken.



0012

0013

Demonstrate an understanding of the arts (e.g., music, dance, folk art, visual art, drama,
architecture) and literature of Russian-speaking societies.

For example:

Demonstrate knowledge of the cultural and historical significance of characteristic art forms
of Russian-speaking societies.

Identify characteristics, origins, and representatives of various artistic styles and movements
using Russian vocabulary.

Compare and analyze Russian literary themes, styles, and perspectives across authors and
genres.

Explain the influence of historical context on form, style, and point of view in a variety of
Russian literary works.

Identify characteristics, origins, and authors of various literary forms using Russian
vocabulary.

Compare styles of media communication (e.g., television, radio, CD-ROM, software, films,
online resources, Web sites, periodicals) in areas where Russian is spoken.

Demonstrate an understanding of the history and geography of areas where Russian is spoken.

For example:

Identify key historical events and diverse historical figures (e.g., scientists, mathematicians,
inventors, business leaders) associated with areas where Russian is spoken and explain their
influence.

Compare and contrast the influences of key historical events and diverse historical figures
and their impact on the development of their countries.

Analyze different perspectives on historical events using a variety of media and technology
tools.

Use maps, charts, digital images, graphs, and other geographical representations to describe
and discuss areas where Russian is spoken.

Demonstrate knowledge of geographical aspects (e.g., population distribution, natural
resources, main economic activities) of areas where Russian is spoken.

Analyze how migration, settlement, and colonization have affected the culture, economy,
and environment of areas in which Russian is spoken.

Demonstrate knowledge of currencies, products, economic systems, and systems of trade
and exchange of Russian-speaking countries.
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SUBAREA V—WRITTEN EXPRESSION

0014 Use Russian to present in writing information, concepts, and ideas for a variety of purposes to
different audiences.

For example:

e Write expository pieces that include description, definition, and analysis for a variety of
situations.

e  Write an account describing to a teacher or other acquaintance the reasoning behind a
significant personal decision.

e Write a letter that is appropriate in style and diction for a given audience, purpose, and
occasion.

SUBAREA VI—-ORAL EXPRESSION

0015 Construct connected oral discourse in Russian that communicates a message effectively and
that demonstrates command of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and
complex language structures.

For example:
e Describe events or actions using appropriate grammar.
e Discuss advantages and disadvantages of an idea or proposed course of action.

e Respond to a hypothetical situation (e.g., purchasing airline tickets) by explaining events,
describing events, or requesting assistance.
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS SECTION

The practice multiple-choice test questions included in this section are designed to
give the examinee an introduction to the nature of the test questions included on
the ILTS test for each field. The practice multiple-choice test questions represent
the various types of test questions you may expect to see on an actual test;
however, they are not designed to provide diagnostic information to help you
identify specific areas of individual strengths and weaknesses or predict your
performance on the test as a whole. Use the answer key located after the practice
multiple-choice test questions to check your answers.

To help you identify which test objective is being assessed, the objective statement
to which the question corresponds is listed in the answer key. When you are
finished with the practice multiple-choice test questions, you may wish to go back
and review the entire list of test objectives and descriptive statements once again.

This section includes the following:

* Sample test directions for the Listening Comprehension multiple-choice test
questions

* Practice Listening Comprehension multiple-choice test questions

* Sample test directions for the Section Two multiple-choice test questions

* Practice Section Two multiple-choice test questions

* An answer key

On the actual test, examinees will be given different multiple-choice test questions
from those provided as samples in this study guide.
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION
MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE

Section One of this test consists of multiple-choice questions that involve listening to an audiotape. Each

listening excerpt will begin with directions that will tell you what to listen for. The directions will be read
aloud in English on the tape. The directions are also printed in your test booklet. Listen carefully to each
passage. Ample time is provided between questions for your response. Unless otherwise indicated, each

listening excerpt will be read twice.

The tape cannot be stopped nor can any section be replayed. Therefore, listen carefully. If you have any
questions or if you cannot hear this tape clearly, please raise your hand now.

Turn the page and continue with Section One.
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Listen carefully to the following
announcement; then answer the
question that follows. You will hear
the announcement twice.

(You will hear:)

3aKTIOUNTENbHBIN raja-KOHLEPT
TPaAULIMOHHOTO MY3bIKaIbHOT'O
TeneBU3NOHHOTO (pectuBans «llecHs
Tl'oma». Bce BrICTymIIeHUS 3BE3]
COMPOBOXKIaeT 1'0Cy 1apCTBEHHBIN
KOHLIEPTHBIN OpKECTp pecyOInKu
benapyce.

Jlydmmme necHw, JTydiue UCIIOTHUTEIH,
JydIIne Ay Thl, HOBbIE MeHa. CMOTpuTe
Y CITyIIaiTe BaIlluX JIIOOUMBIX
WCTIOJTHUTENICH CHOBA U CHOBA!

Now answer the question.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

BeposlTHee BCET'0, 3TO peKIamMa:

A.  HOBOHW BHIICOKACCETHI OyMYIIETO
KOHIIepTa.

B.  HOBOro KOMIIaKTHOTO JTUCKA.
C.  KHUTH O MOMYJSIPHOM My3BIKeE.

D. Oymymero koHIepra.

PRACTICE LISTENING COMPREHENSION MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

Listen carefully to the following short
speech; then answer the question that
follows. You will hear the speech twice.

(You will hear:)

IIpexe Bcero st X094y HAIOMHHUTDH BCEM,
YTO BECHA HE 3a TOPaMHU, a BMECTE C HeH u
BBIITYCKHBIE SK3aMEHbI. B 3TOT
OTBETCTBEHHBIH ITEPUOJT B KU3HU HAITHX
y‘IeHI/IKOB —nepnon IIOATOTOBKH -
COTPYAHUYECTBO IIKOJbI U CEMbU
CTaHOBUTCS IMPOCTO HEOOXOTUMBIM, TaK
YTO JaBalTe MOJJAEPKUBATH MMOCTOSHHBIN
KOHTAaKT!

Now answer the question.

(You will read in the test booklet:)
KoHTakT Mex 1y yUUTEIsIMH U
POIOUTENIMU OCOOEHHO Ba)KEH BECHOM,

IIOTOMY 4YTO:

A. B O3TO BpeMs JeTH 0OBIUHO XYKe
y4arcsl.

B.  nmeru ckopo JOJIKHBI CAAaBATh
SK3aMCHBI.

C. B UIKOJE HE XBaTaeT yuuTeleH.

D. IIKOJIa PAaCII0JIOKECHA 3a TOpaMU.
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3. Listen carefully to the following
conversation; then answer the question
that follows. You will hear the
conversation twice.

(You will hear:)

Tans: Jlen, Hy uto, cnana? Yro
rmoryJuia’?

Jlena: Jla Bce HOpMalbHO, YETBEPKY.
Tansi: A xak ['ans [Ipoxoposa?
Jlena: Huxkorna He yragaems! ["ans
cnana Ha «OtiauaaOo»! M Tak XopoImo

oTBeyasal

Tansi: C yma coiiTu, oHa K€ B
CeMHMHapax MOYTH HE y4acTBOBaJa.

Jlena: S cama Tak qymana, a
OKa3bIBAeTCs, OHA BCE 3HAET.

Tansi: Moxer, ell TpyIHO TOBOPUTH,
KOTJ]a HapoJly MHOTO...

Now answer the question.
(You will read in the test booklet:)

Ckopee Bcero, y4aCTHHUIIBI pa3roBopa
IyMaroT, 4To:

A. TIpoxoposa criocoOHas, HO OUYEHb
CTECHUTENbHAS CTYICHTKA.

B. IIpenongaBarens couen ¢ yma, 1
noctaBun [IpoXopoBOH «OTIHUHOY.

C. IIpoxopoBa XOpOIIO MOATOTOBUIACH
K DK3aMeHaM, HO TIIOXO OTBedaa.

D. IIpoxopoBa cOBCEM HE 3HAET
MaTepuall HK3aMeHa.
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE SECTION TWO MULTIPLE-CHOICE
TEST QUESTIONS

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO

Section Two of this test consists of multiple-choice questions. Test questions may be in English or in the
target language. Read each question carefully and record your answer on the answer document in the space

that corresponds to the question number.

Turn the page and continue with Section Two.
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PRACTICE SECTION TWO MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS

4. Read the article below; then answer the question that follows.

3a mpomenmwuii Mecs1| Bo BnaauBocTtoke 6osee 60,000 mromeii 3200y TPUIIIOM, H TOPOJCKUE BIACTH
3asBIJIH, YTO OHM pa3paboTanu mporpammy Mep mo 6oprbe ¢ napexueir. Brictynas Ha nmpecc-
KOH(EPEHIINH, TUPEKTOP ropojcKoro neHTpa smuaemuoioruu C. H. CMUPHOB cka3all, 9TO BaKIIMHALIUS —
3TO caMoe TTIaBHOE CPEJICTBO MPOTHB T'PHUIIIA, U IPU3BAI HaceleHne BiaguBocToka /ienaTs IpUBUBKH.
[To mporHo3aM CHenuamiucToB, B 3TOM CE30HE 0XKHIAETCS JOBOJIBHO OacHas (popma rpumma, mo3ToMy
BC€, KTO C/Ieiaj]l MPUBUBKY B MPOIIIOM TOAY, JODKHBI CAENaTh ee MOBTOpHO. OH J00aBUII, UTO
BaKIMHAIUS OyAET IPOBOIUTHCS BO BCEX MOJUKIMHHUKAX TOPOJA, U IIOPEKOMEHI0BAN, YTOOBI BCE, KOMY
OombIIIe 55 1T, BAKIMHUPOBAIHUCH €KEToIHO. Hapsaay ¢ BaknuHANMEH, Bpadu 110 BceMy TOpoay OyayT
MPOBOJIUTH OECeIbl Ha TEMY, KaK MOYKHO 3allUTUTh ce0sl OT rpumma. Kpome 3Toro, ropoackoe paaruo
OyJIeT BeCTH Mepeiayu O TOM, KakK JICYHTHCS BO BPEMsl TPHIIIIA.

Kakoe 13 cienyromux onvcanuii BEpHO
MepeaacT INIaBHYIO MBICTb CTaTbu?

A. Bo BmagmBocToke Hadamachk
SN ACMUA rpnnna n3-3a TOro, 4To
MHOTHE B TOPOJIC HE 3HAIH, T]Ie
HaXOIWJIKCH ITOJUKINHUKH.

B. Ilo MHEHUIO CTIEIUATUCTOB, IPU
ATOM SMUIAEMUU TPUIITIA TOJIBKO
MTOKHUJIBIC JTFOJIM JOJKHBI
BAKLIIMHUPOBATHCS J1BA rojia MOAPS/I.

C.  H3-3a HegocraTka BaKIIMHBI, Bpadam
BO BianuBocToke npuaercs
IUIAaHUPOBATH HOBBIE MEPOTIPUSATHUSA
MIPOTHUB PaCIpPOCTPaHEHHS TPHUIITIA.

D. Bo BnaguBocTtoke HauMHAIOTCS
HOBBIE NIPOTrPaMMBbl, HAIIPaBICHHbIE
Ha TPOQUIAKTUKY U JICUCHUE
TpuIIa B rOpo/Ie.
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Read the excerpt from Eugene Onegin
by Aleksandr Pushkin; then answer the
two questions that follow.

(Note: Words marked with reference
numbers are defined at the end of the
excerpt.)

Bort, okpyxen cBoell 1yOpaBoid,
ITerpoBckuii 3aMok. MpadHO OH
HenasHero ropauTcs CaBoy.
Hanpacno »xnan Hanoneow,
ITocnenHuM cuacTbeM YHOCHHBIMH,
MOCKBBI KOJIIEHO ITPEKIIOHEHHOMN
C xmmouamu ctaporo Kpems;
Her, ve nomuta MockBa Most

K HeMy ¢ IOBHHHOM r'OJIOBOIO.
He nmpa3nnuk, He npueMHbIN aap,
Omna rotoBuIa moxap
HerepnenuBomy repoto.
Ortcenel, B mymy morpyxeH
I'nsigen Ha rpo3HBIN NJIaMEHb OH.

loTcene: orcrona

W3 3TOTO TEKCTA MBI Y3HAEM, YTO BO
Bpemena [lymkuna IleTpoBckuii 3aMoOK:

A. cTosu1 Henaneko oT Kpemus.
B. He OBl 3axBayeH HamoneoHoM.
C. HaxXOoJWiICs 3a 4YepToil ropoaa.

D.  Obul cBUAeTEIEM TOOEIBI
Hamoneona.

6. OnuckiBast ApaMaTHYCCKUC COOBITHS
npouioro, aBTop BbIPAXKACT HYBCTBO!:

A. CYaCTh4.
B. BUHEL.
C. THEBA.

D. ropamoctu.
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Read the sentence below; then answer
the question that follows.

Bansa XOpOUICHBKO HAMBUIWJII PYKHU MBIJIOM

Y YMBUICS IPOXJIATHON BOJOM.

Which of the following changes the
sentence above from the indicative mood
to the imperative mood, keeping the
aspect the same?

A.  Bans, XopoLeHbKO HaMbLIUBAN

PYKH MBLJIOM U YMOMCS TPOXJIaTHOMN

BOJIOM.

B.  Bas, XopolieHbKO HaMbLIb PYKH
MBIJIOM U YMBUIbCS TIPOXJIaHOM
BOJIOM.

C.  Bas, XopouieHbKO HaMbIIb PyKH
MBUIOM U YMONCS IIPOXJIAHOMN
BOJIOH.

D.  Bans, XopouieHbKO HAMOWCS pyKHU

MBUIOM U YMOMCS MIPOXJIaIHOM
BOJIOMN.

Read the sentence below; then answer
the question that follows.

Mebl uZIEM Ha DBIHOK, KYIIHUTb
CBEXHE OBOIIN.

Which of the following words or phrases,
if inserted into the blank in the sentence
above, correctly completes the sentence?
A. TmnoTomy uTO

B.  uToGH

C. [IoKa He

D. ecn
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Read the sentence below, in which at
least one of the underlined expressions
is incorrect; then answer the question
that follows.

S He 3HaJI, MIOHPABUTCH JIK € MUPOT C
KIIIOKBOH, ¥ TIOTOMY KYITHJI C TpHOaMu U
KaITyCTOH, a Jyis Yyas — KOH(ET.

Which of the following sets of expres-
sions, if substituted for the underlined
expressions in the sentence above,
contains all the correct expressions?

A. ¢ KJII0KBO#H / ¢ Tpubamu / 3a dast
B. ¢ xitokBel / ¢ rpuba / Ha yaro
C. ¢ KIOKBOH / ¢ Tpubamu / K 9aro

D.  cmokBamu / ¢ rpubamu / 1uis das

The communicative approach to teaching
Russian as a second language posits that
students can best develop their language
skills by:

A. translating dialogues and passages
into and out of Russian.

B.  using only those Russian language
constructions they have fully
mastered at any given level.

C.  using Russian to participate in
meaningful language interactions
with other people.

D. listening to and memorizing
recorded dialogues of everyday
interactions in Russian.



The eating of 6;uHbI is most closely 13.  Russia's defeat of German invaders during

associated with the celebration of which World War II most closely resembled
of the following traditional Russian which of the following?
holidays?
A.  Dmitry Donskoy's successes against
A.  HOBHI TOA the Mongols during the fourteenth
century

B. MacJieHMla
B.  Ivan the Terrible's campaigns
C. nacxa against the khanate of Kazan during
the sixteenth century
D. POKIECTBO
C.  Catherine the Great's conquest of
Ottoman territory during the
eighteenth century

Fyodor Dostoyevsky's classic novels D.  Alexander I's victories against
Crime and Punishment (1865—-1866), The Napoleon's armies during the
Idiot (1868), and The Brothers Karamazov nineteenth century

(1880) best illustrate the influence of
which of the following on nineteenth-
century Russian writers?

A.  the materialism of Russian socialism

B. the individualism of Russian
Westernists

C.  the romanticism of Russian country
life

D.  the spirituality of Russian
Slavophilism
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ANSWER KEY

This section contains the answers to the practice multiple-choice test questions.

After you have worked through the practice multiple-choice test questions, check
the answers given in this section to see which questions you answered correctly.

Question  Correct

Number Response Test Objective

1. A Demonstrate an understanding of oral communication in Russian.

2. B Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations.

3. A Infer meaning from oral communications.

4, D Demonstrate an understanding of written passages, including electronic
texts, in Russian.

5. C Demonstrate an understanding of the literal content of a variety of
authentic materials.

6. D Apply skills of inference and interpretation to a variety of authentic
materials.

7. C Transform sentences or passages in context according to given
instructions.

8. B Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or
phrases to complete them.

9. C Demonstrate the ability to organize, analyze, and explain to students
the structure of the Russian language.

10. C Understand processes involved in second-language acquisition.

11. B Demonstrate an understanding of manners, customs, and ranges of
cultural expression of Russian-speaking societies.

12. D Demonstrate an understanding of the arts (e.g., music, dance, folk art,
visual art, drama, architecture) and literature of Russian-speaking
societies.

13. D Demonstrate an understanding of the history and geography of areas

where Russian is spoken.
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WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT SECTION

This section includes the following:

* Description of the task

* Sample test directions for the written expression assignment
* A practice written expression assignment

* A sample response

On the actual test, examinees will be given a different written expression
assignment from the one provided as a sample in this study guide.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT TASK

In this section of the test, you will write in your answer document in the target
language, in response to an assignment that describes in English an imaginary
situation requiring written communication. Written responses will be evaluated on
the basis of four major criteria:

Purpose the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience,
P purpose, and occasion
Organization the organization, development, and support of ideas
Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions
the constructed grammatical forms, character formations, and syntactic constructions,
Grammar . . . . .
including spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

An excellent response to the written assignment would fully address the assigned
topic and develop the topic by extensive elaboration on specific points. The
message would be clearly and effectively communicated in an appropriate manner.
Ideas would be coherently presented and the flow of language would be smooth
and varied and organized into well-constructed sentences. The vocabulary used
would reflect a broad command of the target language and appropriate use of
idiomatic expressions. The excellent response would exhibit control of grammar,
avoiding errors in syntax that interrupt communication. The response would be
accurate in spelling or character formation and in the use of diacritical marks and
punctuation.
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE

Section Three of this test consists of a written assignment. The assignment appears on the following page.
A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response to the assignment. It is not necessary that you
cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your response to those points indicated. You are,
however, required to write about the general assignment that you are given, and part of your score will be
based on the degree to which you elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the suggested points or
points of your choosing.

Your response must be written in the target language and may be up to two pages in length. You may use
any blank space provided after the written assignment to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare
your response, but remember to record your final response on the lined pages of your answer document.
Your scorewill be based solely on the response you write on the lined pages of your answer document.

Your response to the written assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

*  PURPOSE: the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience,
purpose, and occasion

*  ORGANIZATION: the organization, development, and support of ideas

*  VOCABULARY: the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

*  GRAMMAR: the constructed grammatical forms, character formations, and syntactic constructions,
including spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

Be sure to write about the assigned topic. Please write legibly. You may not use any reference materials
during the test. Remember to review what you have written and make any changes that you think will
improve your response.

Turn the page and continue with Section Three.
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PRACTICE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

Imagine that several exchange students from Russia will be spending the year studying at the school
where you teach. Write in Russian a brief guide describing some of the after-school activities offered by
your school. You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

e an explanation of when after-school activities start and end;

» descriptions of a few of the activities offered (e.g., hobby clubs, drama clubs, school publications);

* an explanation of why participation in after-school activities can be beneficial; and

* an explanation of any limitations the school places on participation in these activities.

00600090

FOR YOUR REFERENCE ONLY—This constructed-response itemis written to assess under standing
of Subarea V, "Written Expression,” which consists of the objective listed below.

Use Russian to present in writing information, concepts, and ideas for a variety of purposes to
different audiences.
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SAMPLE RESPONSE FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

The sample below is an example of a strong response to the practice written
expression assignment.

B nHamreit mkoie rmocsie ypokoB 0eCIijiaTHO IPOBOIATCS pa3IMIHbIC
TOTIOJTHUTEIbHBIC 3aHATUS U KPY>KKH 110 nHTEpecaM. Hanmpumep, yueHuku 4-bix,
6-bIX U 8-bIX KJIACCOB YYaCTBYIOT B IOJATOTOBUTEIBHBIX 3aHATUAX K 9K3aMEHY
1o MaTeMaTuke. JIeTn 3aHMMAarOTCS IOMOJHUTEIBHO C YUYUTEIISIMU, PEIIAIOT
3a/1a4d U IPUMEPBI, PUCYIOT rpadKH U CTAPAIOTCSA KaK MOXKHO JIyYIIIe
OOBSICHUTH CBOM PEIICHUS U BRIYUCIICHHS. B 3T0 ke caMoe BpeMs ydeHUKH 3-
UX, 4-bIX U 7-BIX KJIACCOB 3aHUMAIOTCS C YUYUTEIAMHU YTEHUEM U TTUCHbMOM B
MOPSIAKE MOATOTOBKH K AK3aMEHy. Y Hac TaKue SK3aMEHbI MOTYT TpeOOBaTh
TIIATEIbHON MOATOTOBKU U ITyOOKHUX 3HaHUM. [103TOMYy MHOTHE HIKOJIBHUKH
CTaparoTcs Kak MOYKHO OOJIbIIIe 3aHUMAThCS TOTIOJIHUTEIIBHO, YTOOBI CIaTh X
KaK MOKHO JTy4IlI€.

Kpome akagemMudeckux mporpamMm y Hac eIiie CyleCTBYIOT CIIOPTHBHBIE
CEKIMH 1o 0ackeTO0my, PyTOOITYy, TMMHACTHKE U BOJIeO0y. Heckombpko
yUHTeNeH, BKITI0Yas yauTene Pu3KyIbTyphl, TPCHUPYIOT PeOAT 1
OpPTraHU30BBIBAIOT CIOPTUBHBIE COPEBHOBAHUS MEXKTY KJIaCCaMH M Pa3TUIHBIMU
IITKOJIaMHU.

VY Hac Takxe ecTb Kiy0 reorpaguu u npupooBeAeHsl, rae pedsta Oonee
OOIIMPHO 3HAKOMSITCS C UCTOPHUEH U Teorpadueil pa3HbIX CTpaH, a TAKKe
y3HAIOT MHOT'O HOBOTO M HHTEPECHOTO O Pa3IMyYHbIX HAPOJaX, UX KyJIbTypax U
oOpryasx. JleTn menaroT BRICTABKM CBOMX pabOT B BUIE€ CTCH/IOB, IIAKATOB WA
MaJICHbKHX BUACO(MUIBMOB U IEMOHCTPUPYIOT BCE ATO TIEpe]] CBOUMHU
COYYEHUKaMU U POJIUTEISIMU.

JlomOTHUTENTbHBIE TIIKOJIBHBIC 3aHATHUSI 1 MEPOIIPUSATHS OOBIYHO MTPOBOSITCS
MOCJI€ YPOKOB € 2-yX 4acoB 45 MUHYT 10 4-eX 4acoB. 3a IETbMH, KOTOPbIE
KUBYT JIAJIEKO OT IIKOJIbI, IPUE3KAIOT IIKOJIbHBIE aBTOOYCHI U PA3BO3AT UX 110
nomaM. MHorue pedsra Jr00ST 0CTaBaThCs IMOCNIE YPOKOB Ha pa3InyHbIC
JOTIOJIHUTENIbHBIE 3aHATHUS, YTOOBI Y4aCTBOBATh B KPyKKax Mo uHTepecam. OHu
MOHUMAIOT, YTO 3TO TIOMOXKET UM OOJIbIIIE Pa3BUTh UX KPYTro30p, CIEIaeT UX
0oJsee cBeAyUIMMH B yueOe, JacT BO3MOKHOCTb IONOJHUTENBHO MOOOIIATHCS €
IpY3bsIMH, OJHOKIACCHUKAMU U CBEPCTHUKAMHU.
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ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT SECTION

This section includes the following:

* Description of the task
* Sample test directions for the oral expression assignment
* A practice oral expression assignment

On the actual test, examinees will be given a different oral expression assignment
from the one provided as a sample in this study guide.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT TASK

In this section of the test, you will speak on tape in the target language, in
response to an assignment that describes in English an imaginary situation
requiring oral communication (e.g., a problem you encounter while traveling in an
area where the target language is spoken). You will read the assignment in your
test booklet and have one minute to consider your response, then two minutes to
speak. Speech samples will be evaluated on the basis of five major criteria:

Purpose ;l:l% ifélrllfgélment of the %bjectiv.e of the assignment in reference to the intended
, purpose, and occasion

Fluency the fluent and developed communication of the message

Pronunciation the articulation and pronunciation of words and phrases

Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

Grammar the constructed grammatical forms and syntactic constructions

An excellent response to the assignment would address the assigned topic and
develop the topic by extensive elaboration of specific points. The response would
be delivered in a consistently clear manner. The speaker would speak fluently,
using a variety of sentences. The speaker's vocabulary would show mastery of a
broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions. The speaker would
handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere
with communication. The speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation
and intonation.
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR

For Section Four of this test, you will speak in the target language on tape in response to an assignment
presented in English in your test booklet. You will read the assignment in your test booklet and have one
minute to consider your response, then you will have two minutes to speak. A list of suggestions to help
direct your response will be provided. It is not necessary that you address every point in the list, nor are you
limited to the points provided. However, what you say must be relevant to the situation with which you are
presented, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the topic by
addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing. You may NOT write in this test booklet.
You will be scored only on the response that you provide on the tape after the announcer instructs you to
begin speaking.

Your response will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

*  PURPOSE: the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience,
purpose, and occasion

*  FLUENCY: the fluent and developed communication of the message

*  PRONUNCIATION: the articulation and pronunciation of words and phrases

*  VOCABULARY: the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

*  GRAMMAR: the constructed grammatical forms and syntactic construction

Once the tape has begun, it cannot be stopped, nor can you rerecord your response.

When you have finished reading these directions, please look up. You will receive further instructions from
your test administrator.

Look up when you are ready to begin Section Four.

DO NOT GO ON UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.
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PRACTICE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

Read the instructions below. You will have 1 minute to study these instructions. Then, when you
are told to do so, begin to respond in Russian. You may take up to 2 minutes to complete your
response. You will be told when the 2 minutes are up. You may begin studying the instructions
now. You will be told when to begin speaking.

(You will read in the test booklet:)

Imagine that a friend from Russia has just relocated to a city in the United States. She is looking for work
and asks you for advice on finding a job in the United States. Speaking to her in Russian, explain to her
how to look for a job. You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

* places to look for job openings (e.g., major newspapers, local job agencies, the Internet);

* advice on how to contact potential employers; and

* materials she may need to have ready when she applies for a job (e.g., résumé typed in English,
references or recommendation letters in English, educational transcripts translated into English).

(You will have 1 minute to study the instructions above. Then you will have 2 minutes to respond on
the audiotape.)

LA X X X X R X 2
FOR YOUR REFERENCE ONLY—This constructed-response item is written to assess under standing
of Subarea VI, "Oral Expression,” which consists of the objective listed below.
Construct connected oral discourse in Russian that communicates a message effectively and that

demonstrates command of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex
language structures.
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EXPLANATION OF THE SCORING PROCESS FOR

THE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS

This section is designed to provide you with an explanation of the scoring process
for the constructed-response assignments.

The first constructed-response assignment is designed to assess Subarea V,
"Written Expression” and the second constructed-response assignment is designed
to assess Subarea VI, "Oral Expression."

THE SCORING PROCESS

Constructed responses will be rated on a four-point scoring scale. There is one
scoring scale for the Written Expression assignment (see page 2-28) and another
scoring scale for the Oral Expression assignment (see page 2-29). For each scoring
scale within the range of scores (i.e., from 1 to 4), a response that receives a score
point of 1 is an undeveloped response, while a score point of 4 is assigned to a
response that is very well developed. Specific performance characteristics describe
the elements typically found in responses at each of the four score points, although
any particular response may be either more or less developed in respect to any
specific elements.

Each category of the four-point scale will comprise a range of ability across that
particular score. Thus, among the most competent constructed responses, there
will be those that represent a "high 4" (the best) as well as those that represent a
"low 4" (clearly superior responses, but they are not quite as well constructed as
the "high 4"). This range of ability holds true within each of the other three points
on the scoring scale.

Each response will be scored by two readers; the sum of the two readers' scores
will be the examinee's total score for each constructed-response assignment. Any
pair of scores that differs by more than one point will be regarded as discrepant
and will require resolution by a third reader. For example, a total score of 6 would
result from the assignment of a "3" and a "3" from each of two readers; it could not
result from assigned scores of "2" and "4" because the scores differ by more than
one point.

The performance characteristics for each score point for the written expression
constructed-response assignment are organized according to four major features:
(1) purpose, (2) organization, (3) vocabulary, and (4) grammar. Each of these
performance characteristics is described in more detail on page 2-28. Detailed
characterizations of the score point features are described in the scoring scale on
page 2-28.

The performance characteristics for each score point for the oral expression
constructed-response assignment are organized according to five major features:
(1) purpose, (2) fluency, (3) pronunciation, (4) vocabulary, and (5) grammar. Each
of these performance characteristics is described in more detail on page 2-29.
Detailed characterizations of the score point features are described in the scoring
scale on page 2-29.
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PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

PUrDOSE the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience, purpose,
P and occasion
Organization the organization, development, and support of ideas
Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions
the constructed grammatical forms, character formations, and syntactic constructions, including
Grammar . o .
spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

SCORING SCALE FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

The four points of the scoring scale correspond to varying degrees of performance. The following statements describe typical
responses at each score point.

Score
Point

Scor e Point Description

The" 4" responsereflectsa strong command and thorough application of the perfor mance characteristics for

the written expression assignment.

* The response thoroughly achieves the objective of the assignment and is completely appropriate for the intended
audience, purpose, and occasion.

e Theideasare clearly expressed in a unified discussion, and the supporting details are relevant and fully develop the stated
ideas.

e The vocabulary reflects a broad command of the language and appropriate use of idiomatic expressions.

¢ The response shows a comprehensive command of grammar and syntax and mastery of spelling, diacritical marks, and
punctuation, with few, if any, errors.

The" 3" responsereflectsa general command and application of the performance characteristicsfor the

written expression assignment.

e The response largely achieves the objective of the assignment and is generally appropriate for the intended audience,
purpose, and occasion.

o The expressed ideas are generally clear and organized, and the supporting details devel op some of the stated ideas.

e The vocabulary and idiomatic expressions reflect a genera command of the language for communicating a complete
message.

o The response shows a general command of grammar and syntax and may contain minor errors in spelling, diacritical
marks, and punctuation that do not interfere with communication.

The" 2" responsereflectsalimited command and a partial application of the performance characteristics

for the written expression assignment.

e The response partially achieves the objective of the assignment and may not be entirely appropriate for the intended
audience, purpose, and occasion.

o The expressed ideas are somewhat unclear, partially organized, and developed in alimited way with minimal relevant
support.

e The vocabulary is ssimple and lacks key words and expressions but is sufficient for communicating a partial message.

¢ The response shows alimited command of grammar and syntax and contains frequent errorsin spelling, diacritical marks,
and punctuation that partially impede communication of ideas.

The" 1" responsereflectsalack of command and little or no application of the performance

characteristicsfor the written expression assignment.

o The response fails to achieve the objective of the assignment and may be inappropriate for the intended audience,
purpose, and occasion.

o The expressed ideas are unclear, disjointed, and inadequately developed and may lack relevant supporting details.

e The vocabulary is not adequate for communicating a complete message and contains word usage errors that impede
communication.

¢ The response shows little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax and contains errors in spelling, diacritical
marks, and punctuation so numerous that they impede communication.

Theresponse isunscor able because it isunrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not written in the required
language, not of sufficient length to score, or merely arepetition of the assignment.

| C

Thereisno responseto the assignment.
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PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience, purpose,
Purpose and occasion
Fluency the fluent and developed communication of the message
Pronunciation the articulation and pronunciation of words and phrases
Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions
Grammar the constructed grammatical forms and syntactic constructions

SCORING SCALE FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT

The four points of the scoring scale correspond to varying degrees of performance. The following statements describe typical
responses at each score point.

Score

Point Scor e Point Description

The" 4" responsereflects a strong command and a thorough application of the performance characteristicsfor the oral

expression assignment.

e The response thoroughly achieves the objective of the assignment and is completely appropriate for the intended audience,
purpose, and occasion.

4 e Theresponse iswell developed and shows an elaboration of ideas, demonstrating a consistent flow of speech with few, if
any, hesitations or pauses.

o Theresponse demonstrates easily intelligible pronunciation with few, if any, errors.

o The response demonstrates an extensive command of appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions with few, if any,
errors.

o The response demonstrates a comprehensive command of grammar and syntax, with only minor errors.

The" 3" responsereflects a general command and application of the performance characteristicsfor the oral expression

assignment.

e Theresponse largely achieves the objective of the assignment and is generally appropriate for the intended audience,
purpose, and occasion.

3 e Theresponse is developed with some elaboration and maintains a steady flow of speech with occasional hesitations and
pauses.

o The response demonstrates intelligible pronunciation, with occasiona errors.

o The response demonstrates a general command of appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions.

o The response demonstrates a general command of grammar and syntax, though some errors interrupt comprehension.

The" 2" responsereflectsalimited command and a partial application of the performance characteristicsfor theoral

expression assignment.

o Theresponse partially achieves the objective of the assignment and may not be entirely appropriate for the intended
audience, purpose, and occasion.

2 e The response shows limited development of ideas, which are sometimes unclear, and is occasionally difficult to understand
because of an inconsistent flow of speech with frequent hesitations and pauses.

o The response demonstrates frequent errors in pronunciation.

o The response demonstrates a limited range of expression, using avery simple vocabulary that lacks key words and phrases.

o The response shows alimited command of grammar and syntax, as evidenced by frequent errorsthat partially impede
comprehension.

The" 1" responsereflectsalack of command and little or no application of the performance characteristicsfor the oral
expression assignment.
o Theresponse fails to achieve the objective of the assignment and may be inappropriate for the intended audience, purpose,

and occasion.
e The response presents few, if any, comprehensible ideas and does so with minimal development; the response fails to
1 maintain any flow of speech, as evidenced by frequent hesitations and pauses that interrupt comprehensibility.

o The response demonstrates inadequate pronunciation that contains numerous errors and is at times unintelligible.

o The response demonstrates little knowledge of vocabulary beyond the most common words and may include numerous
misused and ill-formed words and expressions.

e Theresponse has little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax, as evidenced by numerous and frequent errors
that significantly impede comprehension.

U Theresponse isunscorable becauseit isunrelated to the assigned topic, inaudible/incomprehensible, not spoken in the
required language, not of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment.

B Thereisno response to the assignment.
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EXPLANATION OF THE TEST SCORE REPORT

OVERVIEW

The score report indicates whether or not you passed the test and how you
performed on each test subarea. The passing scores for the Illinois Licensure
Testing System were established by the Illinois State Board of Education based on
recommendations from panels of Illinois educators. The passing score for each
foreign language content-area test is designed to reflect the level of content
knowledge and skills required to perform the job of an educator receiving an initial
license in Illinois.

Passing Score
To pass a foreign language content-area test you must obtain a scaled total test
score of 240 or above.

Total Test Score

The total test score is based on your performance on the entire test, specifically the
number of multiple-choice questions you answered correctly and the scores you
received on the two constructed-response assignments. The multiple-choice items
represent 67 percent of the total test score and the constructed-response
assignments represent 33 percent of the total test score.

Subarea Scores

e Subarea scores are presented on the same scale as the total test score.

e Subarea scores contain different numbers of questions and are weighted
differently in the computation of the total test score; therefore, the average of
the subarea scaled scores generally will not equal the scaled total test score.

e Subarea scores will help you assess your areas of relative strength and
weakness.

Reporting of Scores

Your results will be forwarded to the Illinois State Board of Education and to the
llinois institution(s) you indicate during the registration process. You should keep
the score report you receive for your own records.
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READING YOUR REPORT: A SAMPLE

A sample of a Foreign Language: Russian test score report is provided below.

Test: 134 Foreign Language: Russian
Your Scaled Total Test Score: 236 4—@ Your Status: Did not pass<—®
Number of Test
Items in Subarea Subarea Name Subarea Score Performance Graph
11to 20 Listening Comp. of Audio Recordings 256
11 to 20 Reading and Vocabulary 2344/@
21 to 30 Language Structures and Acquisition 263 q\@
11 to 20 Cultural Knowledge 226
1 Written Expression 211
1 Oral Expression 224
Scaled Total Test Score 236
00— 240------- 300

According to the above sample, the examinee did not pass the Foreign Language:
Russian test (D, because the examinee's total test score of 236 2 is below the
passing score of 240.

In regard to the multiple-choice section of the test, the examinee did better on the
Language Structures and Acquisition subarea @ of the test than on the Reading
and Vocabulary subarea @. The examinee will need to retake the test and achieve
a total test score of 240 or higher to pass the test. The score report indicates the
number of items for each subarea on the test ®.

An insert will be included with your score report that provides information about
interpreting the Performance Graph.

HOW TO INTERPRET THE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORES

The responses are scored by educators trained in assessment, using the same
standards for all examinees, by a process called focused holistic scoring. The
process allows the scoring of examinee responses based on overall quality rather
than on an analysis of the components. For the constructed-response
assignments, scorers use a set of performance characteristics to base their
judgments. In general, if a passing score is attained for the constructed-response
test sections, it is likely that the performance characteristics have been
demonstrated in the responses.

Each response is scored on a scale from 1 to 4, with 1 representing a totally
undeveloped response and 4 representing a response that is very well developed.
Each response is read or listened to and scored by two scorers; the sum of the two
scores is the total score assigned to the response. This score is then converted to
the scaled score that is reported on your score report.

Scaled scores are reported on a range from 100 to 300. A total test score of 240
or above is necessary to pass the test. Further explanation regarding the
interpretation of your constructed-response scores will be provided on your score
report.
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