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General Information About the 
Illinois Licensure Testing System 

 
 
 

The first section of the study guide is available in a separate PDF file.  Click the link below to 
view or print this section. 
 
 

General Information About the Illinois Licensure Testing System 
 
 

https://www.il.nesinc.com/Content/Docs/IL_SG_Generic_Front.pdf
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Field-Specific Information 
 

• Test Subareas and Objectives 
• Practice Test Questions 
• Practice Constructed-Response 

Assignments 
• Explanation of the Test Score Report 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 
The content tests are designed to assess a candidate's knowledge of content in  
the specific teaching, school service personnel, or administrative field in which 
licensure is sought.  The tests are based on current and relevant expectations for 
teacher preparation students and for teachers in Illinois as defined by the Illinois 
Content Area Standards for Educators.  This study guide is designed to focus your 
preparation by helping you become familiar with the format and content to be 
covered on the tests. 
 
This section includes a list of test subareas and objectives, sample test directions, 
practice multiple-choice test questions, practice constructed-response assign-
ments, performance characteristics and scoring scales, an explanation of the 
scoring process for the constructed-response assignments, and a score report 
explanation. 
 
TEST SUBAREAS AND OBJECTIVES 

The content covered by the test is organized into subareas.  You will find a list of 
subareas at the beginning of the list of test objectives.  Within each subarea, the 
content is further defined by a set of objectives.  Each objective comprises two 
major parts: 
 
1. the objective statement, which broadly defines the knowledge and skills that an 

entry-level educator needs to know; and 
 
2. the descriptive statements, which describe in greater detail the types of 

knowledge and skills covered by the test objective. 
 
The test objectives are broad, conceptual, and meaningful statements, written in 
language that reflects the skills, knowledge, and understanding that an entry-level 
teacher needs in order to teach effectively in an Illinois classroom.  A test consists 
of test questions that measure an examinee's mastery of these test objectives. 
 
Below is an example of a test objective statement and its accompanying descriptive 
statements for the Elementary/Middle Grades test. 
 
Objective Statement 

Understand word analysis strategies and vocabulary development and how to 
use effective, developmentally appropriate approaches to promote students' 
word analysis and vocabulary skills. 
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Descriptive Statements 

• Demonstrate knowledge of phonics and its role in decoding; of ways to assess 
students' phonic skills; and of effective instructional strategies, activities, and 
materials for promoting students' phonetic analysis skills. 

 
• Demonstrate knowledge of word analysis strategies, including syllabication, 

morphology (e.g., use of affixes and roots), and context clues; of ways to assess 
students' use of word analysis strategies; and of effective instructional 
strategies, activities, and materials for promoting students' word analysis and 
contextual analysis skills. 

 
• Demonstrate knowledge of the role of vocabulary development in reading; of 

ways to assess students' vocabulary development; and of effective instructional 
strategies, activities, and materials for promoting students' vocabulary 
development. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE:  RUSSIAN TEST OBJECTIVES  

 
 

I.  Listening Comprehension of Audio Recordings 

II.  Reading and Vocabulary 

III.  Language Structures and Acquisition 

IV.  Cultural Knowledge 

V.  Written Expression 

VI.  Oral Expression 
 
 
 
SUBAREA I—LISTENING COMPREHENSION OF AUDIO RECORDINGS 
 
 
0001 Demonstrate an understanding of oral communication in Russian. 

For example: 

• Demonstrate comprehension of audio presentations unsupported by visual aids. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of questions or comments likely to be encountered in a 
social situation. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of requests for information. 
 
 
0002 Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations. 

For example: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main idea or details in a spoken passage. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of a telephone message or public-address announcement. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of a sequence of steps described in a set of oral directions. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of a stated cause or effect of a situation described in an oral 
message. 

 
 
0003 Infer meaning from oral communications. 

For example: 

• Assess the tone, mood, or point of view of one or more speakers. 

• Analyze a relationship (e.g., cause-and-effect) implied but not stated in an oral 
communication. 

• Analyze the social context of a spoken exchange or the relationship between speakers. 
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SUBAREA II—READING AND VOCABULARY 
 
 
0004 Demonstrate an understanding of written passages, including electronic texts, in Russian. 

For example: 

• Demonstrate comprehension of key vocabulary as well as the main message of complex 
materials without the help of visual representations. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of strategies for accessing documents written in Russian located on 
the World Wide Web. 

 
 
0005 Demonstrate an understanding of the literal content of a variety of authentic materials. 

For example: 

• Analyze a passage to determine the stated main idea or an accurate summary. 

• Analyze a passage to determine details regarding character, setting, or events. 

• Analyze a passage to determine the sequence of events. 
 
 
0006 Apply skills of inference and interpretation to a variety of authentic materials. 

For example: 

• Infer setting or character from information provided in a passage. 

• Determine implied cause-and-effect relationships in a passage. 

• Infer an author's assumptions, purpose, or point of view in a passage. 
 
 
 
SUBAREA III—LANGUAGE STRUCTURES AND ACQUISITION 
 
 
0007 Transform sentences or passages in context according to given instructions. 

For example: 

• Transform a positive statement, question, or command to a negative one or vice versa. 

• Transform the tense or mood of a sentence or passage. 

• Transform a sentence or passage from direct to indirect discourse or vice versa. 

• Combine two or more sentences into one sentence that preserves the original meaning of 
the sentences. 

 
 
0008 Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or phrases to complete them. 

For example: 

• Recognize the correct noun or pronoun form or particle for a given context. 

• Recognize verb forms or phrases as appropriate for a given context. 

• Recognize the appropriate modifying word or phrase to complete a sentence. 

• Recognize the appropriate subordinate clause to complete a sentence. 
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0009 Demonstrate the ability to organize, analyze, and explain to students the structure of the 
Russian language. 

For example: 

• Select revisions to correct inappropriate use of tenses, forms, or constructions. 

• Organize parts of speech into grammatically and syntactically correct sentences. 

• Demonstrate the ability to analyze linguistic structures of Russian and present them in a way 
that is understandable to students. 

 
 
0010 Understand processes involved in second-language acquisition. 

For example: 

• Demonstrate knowledge of language development and the role of language learning as it 
pertains to second-language acquisition. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of age-appropriate instructional strategies for developing students' 
communicative skills in a second language (i.e., listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and 
ways to adjust instruction to facilitate optimal learning for all students. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of various age-appropriate classroom activities for developing 
students' communicative skills in a second language. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of major theories of second-language acquisition and the 
approaches, methodologies, and strategies that promote second-language acquisition. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the ways students' native language, prior knowledge, and 
educational background influence second-language acquisition. 

 
 
 
SUBAREA IV—CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE 
 
 
0011 Demonstrate an understanding of manners, customs, and ranges of cultural expression of 

Russian-speaking societies. 

For example: 

• Identify culturally appropriate behaviors in a variety of contexts. 

• Compare and contrast cultural practices among areas where Russian is spoken. 

• Demonstrate a familiarity with games, dances, and sports of Russian-speaking cultures. 

• Identify and compare daily diet, nutrition, and physical fitness regimens in areas where 
Russian is spoken. 
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0012 Demonstrate an understanding of the arts (e.g., music, dance, folk art, visual art, drama, 
architecture) and literature of Russian-speaking societies. 

For example: 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the cultural and historical significance of characteristic art forms 
of Russian-speaking societies. 

• Identify characteristics, origins, and representatives of various artistic styles and movements 
using Russian vocabulary. 

• Compare and analyze Russian literary themes, styles, and perspectives across authors and 
genres. 

• Explain the influence of historical context on form, style, and point of view in a variety of 
Russian literary works. 

• Identify characteristics, origins, and authors of various literary forms using Russian 
vocabulary. 

• Compare styles of media communication (e.g., television, radio, CD-ROM, software, films, 
online resources, Web sites, periodicals) in areas where Russian is spoken. 

 
 
0013 Demonstrate an understanding of the history and geography of areas where Russian is spoken. 

For example: 

• Identify key historical events and diverse historical figures (e.g., scientists, mathematicians, 
inventors, business leaders) associated with areas where Russian is spoken and explain their 
influence. 

• Compare and contrast the influences of key historical events and diverse historical figures 
and their impact on the development of their countries. 

• Analyze different perspectives on historical events using a variety of media and technology 
tools. 

• Use maps, charts, digital images, graphs, and other geographical representations to describe 
and discuss areas where Russian is spoken. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of geographical aspects (e.g., population distribution, natural 
resources, main economic activities) of areas where Russian is spoken. 

• Analyze how migration, settlement, and colonization have affected the culture, economy, 
and environment of areas in which Russian is spoken. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of currencies, products, economic systems, and systems of trade 
and exchange of Russian-speaking countries. 
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SUBAREA V—WRITTEN EXPRESSION 
 
 
0014 Use Russian to present in writing information, concepts, and ideas for a variety of purposes to 

different audiences.   

For example: 

• Write expository pieces that include description, definition, and analysis for a variety of 
situations. 

• Write an account describing to a teacher or other acquaintance the reasoning behind a 
significant personal decision. 

• Write a letter that is appropriate in style and diction for a given audience, purpose, and 
occasion. 

 
 
 
SUBAREA VI—ORAL EXPRESSION 
 
 
0015 Construct connected oral discourse in Russian that communicates a message effectively and 

that demonstrates command of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and 
complex language structures. 

For example: 

• Describe events or actions using appropriate grammar. 

• Discuss advantages and disadvantages of an idea or proposed course of action. 

• Respond to a hypothetical situation (e.g., purchasing airline tickets) by explaining events, 
describing events, or requesting assistance. 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS SECTION  

 
The practice multiple-choice test questions included in this section are designed to 
give the examinee an introduction to the nature of the test questions included on 
the ILTS test for each field.  The practice multiple-choice test questions represent 
the various types of test questions you may expect to see on an actual test; 
however, they are not designed to provide diagnostic information to help you 
identify specific areas of individual strengths and weaknesses or predict your 
performance on the test as a whole.  Use the answer key located after the practice 
multiple-choice test questions to check your answers. 
 
To help you identify which test objective is being assessed, the objective statement 
to which the question corresponds is listed in the answer key.  When you are 
finished with the practice multiple-choice test questions, you may wish to go back 
and review the entire list of test objectives and descriptive statements once again. 
 
This section includes the following: 

• Sample test directions for the Listening Comprehension multiple-choice test 
questions 

• Practice Listening Comprehension multiple-choice test questions 
• Sample test directions for the Section Two multiple-choice test questions 
• Practice Section Two multiple-choice test questions 
• An answer key 

On the actual test, examinees will be given different multiple-choice test questions 
from those provided as samples in this study guide. 
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION  

MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE 

 
 
Section One of this test consists of multiple-choice questions that involve listening to an audiotape.  Each 
listening excerpt will begin with directions that will tell you what to listen for.  The directions will be read 
aloud in English on the tape.  The directions are also printed in your test booklet.  Listen carefully to each 
passage.  Ample time is provided between questions for your response.  Unless otherwise indicated, each 
listening excerpt will be read twice. 
 
The tape cannot be stopped nor can any section be replayed.  Therefore, listen carefully.  If you have any 
questions or if you cannot hear this tape clearly, please raise your hand now. 
 
Turn the page and continue with Section One. 
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PRACTICE LISTENING COMPREHENSION MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS 
 
 
 1. Listen carefully to the following 

announcement; then answer the 
question that follows.  You will hear  
the announcement twice. 

 
  (You will hear:) 
 

Заключительный гала-концерт 
традиционного музыкального 
телевизионного фестиваля «Песня 
Года».  Все выступления звезд 
сопровождает Государственный 
концертный оркестр республики 
Беларусь. 

 
  Лучшие песни, лучшие исполнители, 

лучшие дуэты, новые имена.  Смотрите 
и слушайте ваших любимых 
исполнителей снова и снова! 

 
  Now answer the question. 
 
  (You will read in the test booklet:) 
 
  Вероятнее всего, это реклама: 
 

A. новой видеокассеты будущего 
концерта. 

 
B. нового компактного диска. 
 
C. книги о популярной музыке. 
 
D. будущего концерта. 

 
 
 

 
 2. Listen carefully to the following short 

speech; then answer the question that 
follows.  You will hear the speech twice. 

 
  (You will hear:) 
 
  Прежде всего я хочу напомнить всем, 

что весна не за горами, а вместе с ней и 
выпускные экзамены.  В этот 
ответственный период в жизни наших 
учеников –период подготовки - 
сотрудничество школы и семьи 
становится просто необходимым, так 
что давайте поддерживать постоянный 
контакт! 

 
  Now answer the question. 
 
  (You will read in the test booklet:) 
 
  Контакт между учителями и 

родителями особенно важен весной, 
потому что: 

 
A. в это время дети обычно хуже 

учатся. 
 
B. дети скоро должны сдавать 

экзамены. 
 
C. в школе не хватает учителей. 
 
D. школа расположена за горами. 
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3. Listen carefully to the following 

conversation; then answer the question 
that follows.  You will hear the 
conversation twice. 

 
  (You will hear:) 
 

Таня:  Лен, ну что, сдала? Что 
получила? 
 
Лена: Да все нормально, четверку. 
 
Таня: А как Галя Прохорова? 
 
Лена: Никогда не угадаешь! Галя 
сдала на «Отлично»! И так хорошо 
отвечала! 
 
Таня: С ума сойти, она же в 
семинарах почти не участвовала. 
 
Лена: Я сама так думала, а 
оказывается, она все знает. 
 
Таня: Может, ей трудно говорить, 
когда народу много... 

 
Now answer the question. 

 
  (You will read in the test booklet:) 
 

Скорее всего, участницы разговора 
думают, что: 

 
A. Прохорова способная, но очень 

стеснительная студентка. 
 
B. Преподаватель сошел с ума, и 

поставил Прохоровой «отлично». 
 
C. Прохорова хорошо подготовилась 

к экзаменам, но плохо отвечала. 
 
D. Прохорова совсем не знает 

материал экзамена. 
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE SECTION TWO MULTIPLE-CHOICE  

TEST QUESTIONS 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO 

 
 
Section Two of this test consists of multiple-choice questions.  Test questions may be in English or in the 
target language.  Read each question carefully and record your answer on the answer document in the space 
that corresponds to the question number. 
 
Turn the page and continue with Section Two. 
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PRACTICE SECTION TWO MULTIPLE-CHOICE TEST QUESTIONS 
 
 
 4. Read the article below; then answer the question that follows. 
 
  За прошедший месяц во Владивостоке более 60,000 людей заболели гриппом, и городские власти 

заявили, что они разработали программу мер по борьбе с инфекцией.  Выступая на пресс-
конференции, директор городского центра эпидемиологии С. Н. Смирнов сказал, что вакцинация – 
это самое главное средство против гриппа, и призвал население Владивостока делать прививки.  
По прогнозам специалистов, в этом сезоне ожидается довольно опасная форма гриппа, поэтому 
все, кто сделал прививку в прошлом году, должны сделать ее повторно.  Он добавил, что 
вакцинация будет проводиться во всех поликлиниках города, и порекомендовал, чтобы все, кому 
больше 55 лет, вакцинировались ежегодно.  Наряду с вакцинацией, врачи по всему городу будут 
проводить беседы на тему, как можно защитить себя от гриппа.  Кроме этого, городское радио 
будет вести передачи о том, как лечиться во время гриппа. 
 
Какое из следующих описаний верно 
передает главную мысль статьи? 

 
A. Во Владивостоке началась 

эпидемия гриппа из-за того, что 
многие в городе не знали, где 
находились поликлиники. 

 
B. По мнению специалистов, при 

этой эпидемии гриппа только 
пожилые люди должны 
вакцинироваться два года подряд. 

 
C. Из-за недостатка вакцины, врачам 

во Владивостоке придется 
планировать новые мероприятия 
против распространения гриппа. 

 
D. Во Владивостоке начинаются 

новые программы, направленные 
на профилактику и лечение 
гриппа в городе. 
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  Read the excerpt from Eugene Onegin 

by Aleksandr Pushkin; then answer the 
two questions that follow. 

 
  (Note:  Words marked with reference 

numbers are defined at the end of the 
excerpt.) 

 
Вот, окружен своей дубравой, 
Петровский замок.  Мрачно он 
Недавнею гордится славой. 
Напрасно ждал Наполеон, 
Последним счастьем упоенный, 
Москвы колено преклоненной 
С ключами старого Кремля; 
Нет, не пошла Москва моя 
К нему с повинной головою. 
Не праздник, не приемный дар, 
Она готовила пожар 
Нетерпеливому герою. 
Отселе1, в думу погружен 
Глядел на грозный пламень он. 

 
  1отселе:  отсюда 
 
 
 
 
 5. Из этого текста мы узнаем, что во 

времена Пушкина Петровский замок: 
 

A. стоял недалеко от Кремля. 
 
B. не был захвачен Наполеоном. 
 
C. находился за чертой города. 
 
D. был свидетелем победы 

Наполеона. 
 
 
 

 
 6. Описывая драматические события 

прошлого, автор выражает чувство: 
 

A. счастья. 
 
B. вины. 
 
C. гнева. 
 
D. гордости. 
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 7. Read the sentence below; then answer 

the question that follows. 
 
  Валя хорошенько намылил руки мылом 

и умылся прохладной водой. 
 
  Which of the following changes the 

sentence above from the indicative mood 
to the imperative mood, keeping the 
aspect the same? 

 
A. Валя, хорошенько намыливай 

руки мылом и умойся прохладной 
водой. 

 
B. Валя, хорошенько намыль руки 

мылом и умылься прохладной 
водой. 

 
C. Валя, хорошенько намыль руки 

мылом и умойся прохладной 
водой. 

 
D. Валя, хорошенько намойся руки 

мылом и умойся прохладной 
водой. 

 
 
 
 
 8. Read the sentence below; then answer 

the question that follows. 
 
  My idem na rynok, ________ kupit; 

sve'ie ovo]i. 
 
  Which of the following words or phrases, 

if inserted into the blank in the sentence 
above, correctly completes the sentence? 

 
A. potomu hto 
 
B. htoby 
 
C. poka ne 
 
D. esli 

 
 
 

 
 9. Read the sentence below, in which at 

least one of the underlined expressions 
is incorrect; then answer the question 
that follows. 

 
  Я не знал, понравится ли ей пирог с 

клюквой, и потому купил с грибами и 
капустой, а для чая – конфет. 

 
  Which of the following sets of expres-

sions, if substituted for the underlined 
expressions in the sentence above, 
contains all the correct expressions? 

 
A. с клюквой / с грибами / за чая 
 
B. c клюквы / c гриба / на чаю 
 
C. с клюквой / с грибами / к чаю 
 
D. с клюквами / с грибами / для чая 

 
 
 
 
 10. The communicative approach to teaching 

Russian as a second language posits that 
students can best develop their language 
skills by: 

 
A. translating dialogues and passages 

into and out of Russian. 
 
B. using only those Russian language 

constructions they have fully 
mastered at any given level. 

 
C. using Russian to participate in 

meaningful language interactions 
with other people. 

 
D. listening to and memorizing 

recorded dialogues of everyday 
interactions in Russian. 
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 11. The eating of bliny is most closely 

associated with the celebration of which  
of the following traditional Russian 
holidays? 

 
A. novyj god 
 
B. maslenica 
 
C. pasxa 
 
D. ro'destvo 

 
 
 
 
 12. Fyodor Dostoyevsky's classic novels 

Crime and Punishment (1865–1866), The 
Idiot (1868), and The Brothers Karamazov 
(1880) best illustrate the influence of 
which of the following on nineteenth-
century Russian writers? 

 
A. the materialism of Russian socialism 
 
B. the individualism of Russian 

Westernists 
 
C. the romanticism of Russian country 

life 
 
D. the spirituality of Russian 

Slavophilism 
 
 
 

 
 13. Russia's defeat of German invaders during 

World War II most closely resembled 
which of the following? 

 
A. Dmitry Donskoy's successes against 

the Mongols during the fourteenth 
century 

 
B. Ivan the Terrible's campaigns 

against the khanate of Kazan during 
the sixteenth century 

 
C. Catherine the Great's conquest of 

Ottoman territory during the 
eighteenth century 

 
D. Alexander I's victories against 

Napoleon's armies during the 
nineteenth century 
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ANSWER KEY 

This section contains the answers to the practice multiple-choice test questions. 
 
After you have worked through the practice multiple-choice test questions, check 
the answers given in this section to see which questions you answered correctly. 
 
 
Question 
Number 

Correct 
Response 

Test Objective 

1. A Demonstrate an understanding of oral communication in Russian. 

2. B Derive essential information from oral messages in real-life situations. 

3. A Infer meaning from oral communications. 

4. D Demonstrate an understanding of written passages, including electronic 
texts, in Russian. 

5. C Demonstrate an understanding of the literal content of a variety of 
authentic materials. 

6. D Apply skills of inference and interpretation to a variety of authentic 
materials. 

7. C Transform sentences or passages in context according to given 
instructions. 

8. B Analyze sentences to determine grammatically correct words or 
phrases to complete them. 

9. C Demonstrate the ability to organize, analyze, and explain to students 
the structure of the Russian language. 

10. C Understand processes involved in second-language acquisition. 

11. B Demonstrate an understanding of manners, customs, and ranges of 
cultural expression of Russian-speaking societies. 

12. D Demonstrate an understanding of the arts (e.g., music, dance, folk art, 
visual art, drama, architecture) and literature of Russian-speaking 
societies. 

13. D Demonstrate an understanding of the history and geography of areas 
where Russian is spoken. 
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WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT SECTION  

 
 
This section includes the following: 

• Description of the task 
• Sample test directions for the written expression assignment 
• A practice written expression assignment 
• A sample response 

On the actual test, examinees will be given a different written expression 
assignment from the one provided as a sample in this study guide. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT TASK 

In this section of the test, you will write in your answer document in the target 
language, in response to an assignment that describes in English an imaginary 
situation requiring written communication.  Written responses will be evaluated on 
the basis of four major criteria: 
 

Purpose 
the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience, 
purpose, and occasion 

Organization the organization, development, and support of ideas 

Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

Grammar 
the constructed grammatical forms, character formations, and syntactic constructions, 
including spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation 

 
An excellent response to the written assignment would fully address the assigned 
topic and develop the topic by extensive elaboration on specific points.  The 
message would be clearly and effectively communicated in an appropriate manner.  
Ideas would be coherently presented and the flow of language would be smooth 
and varied and organized into well-constructed sentences.  The vocabulary used 
would reflect a broad command of the target language and appropriate use of 
idiomatic expressions.  The excellent response would exhibit control of grammar, 
avoiding errors in syntax that interrupt communication.  The response would be 
accurate in spelling or character formation and in the use of diacritical marks and 
punctuation. 
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE 

 
 
Section Three of this test consists of a written assignment.  The assignment appears on the following page.   
A list of suggestions is provided to help direct your response to the assignment.  It is not necessary that you 
cover every point on the list, nor are you limited in your response to those points indicated.  You are, 
however, required to write about the general assignment that you are given, and part of your score will be 
based on the degree to which you elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the suggested points or 
points of your choosing. 
 
Your response must be written in the target language and may be up to two pages in length.  You may use 
any blank space provided after the written assignment to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare 
your response, but remember to record your final response on the lined pages of your answer document.  
Your score will be based solely on the response you write on the lined pages of your answer document. 
 
Your response to the written assignment will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
 
• PURPOSE:  the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience, 

purpose, and occasion 
• ORGANIZATION:  the organization, development, and support of ideas 
• VOCABULARY:  the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 
• GRAMMAR:  the constructed grammatical forms, character formations, and syntactic constructions, 

including spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation 
 

 
Be sure to write about the assigned topic.  Please write legibly.  You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.  Remember to review what you have written and make any changes that you think will 
improve your response. 
 
Turn the page and continue with Section Three. 
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PRACTICE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

 
  Imagine that several exchange students from Russia will be spending the year studying at the school 

where you teach.  Write in Russian a brief guide describing some of the after-school activities offered by 
your school.  You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 
 
• an explanation of when after-school activities start and end; 
 
• descriptions of a few of the activities offered (e.g., hobby clubs, drama clubs, school publications); 
 
• an explanation of why participation in after-school activities can be beneficial; and 
 
• an explanation of any limitations the school places on participation in these activities. 
 
 

        
 
 
FOR YOUR REFERENCE ONLY—This constructed-response item is written to assess understanding 
of Subarea V, "Written Expression," which consists of the objective listed below. 
 

Use Russian to present in writing information, concepts, and ideas for a variety of purposes to 
different audiences. 
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SAMPLE RESPONSE FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

The sample below is an example of a strong response to the practice written 
expression assignment. 

 
 
 В нашей школе после уроков бесплатно проводятся различные 
дополнительные занятия и кружки по интересам. Например, ученики 4-ых, 
6-ых и 8-ых классов участвуют в подготовительных занятиях к экзамену 
по математике. Дети занимаются дополнительно с учителями, решают 
задачи и примеры, рисуют графики и стараются как можно лучше 
объяснить свои решения и вычисления. В это же самое время ученики 3-
их, 4-ых и 7-ых классов занимаются с учителями чтением и письмом в 
порядке подготовки к экзамену. У нас такие экзамены могут требовать 
тщательной подготовки и глубоких знаний. Поэтому многие школьники 
стараются как можно больше заниматься дополнительно, чтобы сдать их 
как можно лучше. 

 Кроме академических программ у нас еще существуют спортивные 
секции по баскетболу, футболу, гимнастике и волейболу. Несколько 
учителей, включая учителей физкультуры, тренируют ребят и 
организовывают спортивные соревнования между классами и различными 
школами. 

 У нас также есть клуб географии и природоведения, где ребята более 
обширно знакомятся с историей и географией разных стран, а также 
узнают много нового и интересного о различных народах, их культурах и 
обычаях. Дети делают выставки своих работ в виде стендов, плакатов или 
маленьких видеофильмов и демонстрируют все это перед своими 
соучениками и родителями. 

 Дополнительные школьные занятия и мероприятия обычно проводятся 
после уроков с 2-ух  часов 45 минут до 4-ех часов. За детьми, которые 
живут далеко от школы, приезжают школьные автобусы и развозят их по 
домам. Многие ребята любят оставаться  после уроков на различные 
дополнительные занятия, чтобы участвовать в кружках по интересам. Они 
понимают, что это поможет им больше развить их кругозор, сделает их 
более сведущими в учебе, даст возможность дополнительно пообщаться с 
друзьями, одноклассниками и сверстниками. 
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ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT SECTION  

 
 
This section includes the following: 

• Description of the task 
• Sample test directions for the oral expression assignment 
• A practice oral expression assignment 

On the actual test, examinees will be given a different oral expression assignment 
from the one provided as a sample in this study guide. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT TASK 

In this section of the test, you will speak on tape in the target language, in 
response to an assignment that describes in English an imaginary situation 
requiring oral communication (e.g., a problem you encounter while traveling in an 
area where the target language is spoken).  You will read the assignment in your 
test booklet and have one minute to consider your response, then two minutes to 
speak.  Speech samples will be evaluated on the basis of five major criteria: 
 

Purpose 
the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended 
audience, purpose, and occasion 

Fluency the fluent and developed communication of the message 

Pronunciation the articulation and pronunciation of words and phrases 

Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

Grammar the constructed grammatical forms and syntactic constructions 

 
An excellent response to the assignment would address the assigned topic and 
develop the topic by extensive elaboration of specific points.  The response would 
be delivered in a consistently clear manner.  The speaker would speak fluently, 
using a variety of sentences.  The speaker's vocabulary would show mastery of a 
broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The speaker would 
handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere 
with communication.  The speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation 
and intonation. 
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SAMPLE TEST DIRECTIONS FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR 

 
 
For Section Four of this test, you will speak in the target language on tape in response to an assignment 
presented in English in your test booklet.  You will read the assignment in your test booklet and have one 
minute to consider your response, then you will have two minutes to speak.  A list of suggestions to help 
direct your response will be provided.  It is not necessary that you address every point in the list, nor are you 
limited to the points provided.  However, what you say must be relevant to the situation with which you are 
presented, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you elaborate on the topic by 
addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing.  You may NOT write in this test booklet.  
You will be scored only on the response that you provide on the tape after the announcer instructs you to 
begin speaking. 
 
Your response will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria: 
 
• PURPOSE:  the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience, 

purpose, and occasion 
• FLUENCY:  the fluent and developed communication of the message 
• PRONUNCIATION:  the articulation and pronunciation of words and phrases 
• VOCABULARY:  the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 
• GRAMMAR:  the constructed grammatical forms and syntactic construction 
 
 
Once the tape has begun, it cannot be stopped, nor can you rerecord your response. 
 
When you have finished reading these directions, please look up.  You will receive further instructions from 
your test administrator. 
 
Look up when you are ready to begin Section Four. 

 

STOP

 
 

DO NOT GO ON UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO. 
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PRACTICE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

 
  Read the instructions below.  You will have 1 minute to study these instructions.  Then, when you 

are told to do so, begin to respond in Russian.  You may take up to 2 minutes to complete your 
response.  You will be told when the 2 minutes are up.  You may begin studying the instructions 
now.  You will be told when to begin speaking. 

 
(You will read in the test booklet:) 

 
  Imagine that a friend from Russia has just relocated to a city in the United States.  She is looking for work 

and asks you for advice on finding a job in the United States.  Speaking to her in Russian, explain to her 
how to look for a job.  You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 
• places to look for job openings (e.g., major newspapers, local job agencies, the Internet); 
 
• advice on how to contact potential employers; and 
 
• materials she may need to have ready when she applies for a job (e.g., résumé typed in English, 

references or recommendation letters in English, educational transcripts translated into English). 
 

(You will have 1 minute to study the instructions above.  Then you will have 2 minutes to respond on  
the audiotape.) 
 
 

        
 
 
FOR YOUR REFERENCE ONLY—This constructed-response item is written to assess understanding 
of Subarea VI, "Oral Expression," which consists of the objective listed below. 
 

Construct connected oral discourse in Russian that communicates a message effectively and that 
demonstrates command of a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex 
language structures. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE SCORING PROCESS FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS  

 

 
This section is designed to provide you with an explanation of the scoring process 
for the constructed-response assignments. 
 
The first constructed-response assignment is designed to assess Subarea V, 
"Written Expression" and the second constructed-response assignment is designed 
to assess Subarea VI, "Oral Expression." 
 

THE SCORING PROCESS 

Constructed responses will be rated on a four-point scoring scale.  There is one 
scoring scale for the Written Expression assignment (see page 2-28) and another 
scoring scale for the Oral Expression assignment (see page 2-29).  For each scoring 
scale within the range of scores (i.e., from 1 to 4), a response that receives a score 
point of 1 is an undeveloped response, while a score point of 4 is assigned to a 
response that is very well developed.  Specific performance characteristics  describe 
the elements typically found in responses at each of the four score points, although 
any particular response may be either more or less developed in respect to any 
specific elements. 
 
Each category of the four-point scale will comprise a range of ability across that 
particular score.  Thus, among the most competent constructed responses, there 
will be those that represent a "high 4" (the best) as well as those that represent a 
"low 4" (clearly superior responses, but they are not quite as well constructed as 
the "high 4").  This range of ability holds true within each of the other three points 
on the scoring scale. 
 
Each response will be scored by two readers; the sum of the two readers' scores 
will be the examinee's total score for each constructed-response assignment.  Any 
pair of scores that differs by more than one point will be regarded as discrepant 
and will require resolution by a third reader.  For example, a total score of 6 would 
result from the assignment of a "3" and a "3" from each of two readers; it could not 
result from assigned scores of "2" and "4" because the scores differ by more than 
one point. 
 
The performance characteristics for each score point for the written expression 
constructed-response assignment are organized according to four major features:  
(1) purpose, (2) organization, (3) vocabulary, and (4) grammar.  Each of these 
performance characteristics is described in more detail on page 2-28.  Detailed 
characterizations of the score point features are described in the scoring scale on 
page 2-28. 
 
The performance characteristics for each score point for the oral expression 
constructed-response assignment are organized according to five major features:  
(1) purpose, (2) fluency, (3) pronunciation, (4) vocabulary, and (5) grammar.  Each 
of these performance characteristics is described in more detail on page 2-29.  
Detailed characterizations of the score point features are described in the scoring 
scale on page 2-29. 
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PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

Purpose 
the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience, purpose, 
and occasion 

Organization the organization, development, and support of ideas 

Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

Grammar 
the constructed grammatical forms, character formations, and syntactic constructions, including 
spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation 

 

SCORING SCALE FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

The four points of the scoring scale correspond to varying degrees of performance.  The following statements describe typical 
responses at each score point. 

Score 
Point 

Score Point Description 

4 

The "4" response reflects a strong command and thorough application of the performance characteristics for 
the written expression assignment. 
• The response thoroughly achieves the objective of the assignment and is completely appropriate for the intended 

audience, purpose, and occasion. 
• The ideas are clearly expressed in a unified discussion, and the supporting details are relevant and fully develop the stated 

ideas. 
• The vocabulary reflects a broad command of the language and appropriate use of idiomatic expressions. 
• The response shows a comprehensive command of grammar and syntax and mastery of spelling, diacritical marks, and 

punctuation, with few, if any, errors. 

3 

The "3" response reflects a general command and application of the performance characteristics for the 
written expression assignment. 
• The response largely achieves the objective of the assignment and is generally appropriate for the intended audience, 

purpose, and occasion. 
• The expressed ideas are generally clear and organized, and the supporting details develop some of the stated ideas. 
• The vocabulary and idiomatic expressions reflect a general command of the language for communicating a complete 

message. 
• The response shows a general command of grammar and syntax and may contain minor errors in spelling, diacritical 

marks, and punctuation that do not interfere with communication.  

2 

The "2" response reflects a limited command and a partial application of the performance characteristics 
for the written expression assignment. 
• The response partially achieves the objective of the assignment and may not be entirely appropriate for the intended 

audience, purpose, and occasion. 
• The expressed ideas are somewhat unclear, partially organized, and developed in a limited way with minimal relevant 

support. 
• The vocabulary is simple and lacks key words and expressions but is sufficient for communicating a partial message. 
• The response shows a limited command of grammar and syntax and contains frequent errors in spelling, diacritical marks, 

and punctuation that partially impede communication of ideas. 

1 

The "1" response reflects a lack of command and little or no application of the performance 
characteristics for the written expression assignment. 
• The response fails to achieve the objective of the assignment and may be inappropriate for the intended audience, 

purpose, and occasion. 
• The expressed ideas are unclear, disjointed, and inadequately developed and may lack relevant supporting details. 
• The vocabulary is not adequate for communicating a complete message and contains word usage errors that impede 

communication. 
• The response shows little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax and contains errors in spelling, diacritical 

marks, and punctuation so numerous that they impede communication. 

U The response is unscorable because it is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not written in the required 
language, not of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment. 

B There is no response to the assignment. 
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PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

Purpose 
the fulfillment of the objective of the assignment in reference to the intended audience, purpose, 
and occasion 

Fluency the fluent and developed communication of the message 

Pronunciation the articulation and pronunciation of words and phrases 

Vocabulary the selected vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

Grammar the constructed grammatical forms and syntactic constructions 

 

SCORING SCALE FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION ASSIGNMENT 

The four points of the scoring scale correspond to varying degrees of performance.  The following statements describe typical 
responses at each score point. 

Score 
Point 

Score Point Description 

4 

The "4" response reflects a strong command and a thorough application of the performance characteristics for the oral 
expression assignment. 
• The response thoroughly achieves the objective of the assignment and is completely appropriate for the intended audience, 

purpose, and occasion. 
• The response is well developed and shows an elaboration of ideas, demonstrating a consistent flow of speech with few, if 

any, hesitations or pauses. 
• The response demonstrates easily intelligible pronunciation with few, if any, errors. 
• The response demonstrates an extensive command of appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions with few, if any, 

errors. 
• The response demonstrates a comprehensive command of grammar and syntax, with only minor errors. 

3 

The "3" response reflects a general command and application of the performance characteristics for the oral expression 
assignment. 
• The response largely achieves the objective of the assignment and is generally appropriate for the intended audience, 

purpose, and occasion. 
• The response is developed with some elaboration and maintains a steady flow of speech with occasional hesitations and 

pauses. 
• The response demonstrates intelligible pronunciation, with occasional errors. 
• The response demonstrates a general command of appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. 
• The response demonstrates a general command of grammar and syntax, though some errors interrupt comprehension. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a limited command and a partial application of the performance characteristics for the oral 
expression assignment. 
• The response partially achieves the objective of the assignment and may not be entirely appropriate for the intended 

audience, purpose, and occasion. 
• The response shows limited development of ideas, which are sometimes unclear, and is occasionally difficult to understand 

because of an inconsistent flow of speech with frequent hesitations and pauses. 
• The response demonstrates frequent errors in pronunciation. 
• The response demonstrates a limited range of expression, using a very simple vocabulary that lacks key words and phrases. 
• The response shows a limited command of grammar and syntax, as evidenced by frequent errors that partially impede 

comprehension. 

1 

The "1" response reflects a lack of command and little or no application of the performance characteristics for the oral 
expression assignment. 
• The response fails to achieve the objective of the assignment and may be inappropriate for the intended audience, purpose, 

and occasion. 
• The response presents few, if any, comprehensible ideas and does so with minimal development; the response fails to 

maintain any flow of speech, as evidenced by frequent hesitations and pauses that interrupt comprehensibility. 
• The response demonstrates inadequate pronunciation that contains numerous errors and is at times unintelligible. 
• The response demonstrates little knowledge of vocabulary beyond the most common words and may include numerous 

misused and ill-formed words and expressions. 
• The response has little command of basic elements of grammar or syntax, as evidenced by numerous and frequent errors 

that significantly impede comprehension. 

U The response is unscorable because it is unrelated to the assigned topic, inaudible/incomprehensible, not spoken in the 
required language, not of sufficient length to score, or merely a repetition of the assignment. 

B There is no response to the assignment. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE TEST SCORE REPORT  

 
 
OVERVIEW 

The score report indicates whether or not you passed the test and how you 
performed on each test subarea.  The passing scores for the Illinois Licensure 
Testing System were established by the Illinois State Board of Education based on 
recommendations from panels of Illinois educators.  The passing score for each 
foreign language content-area test is designed to reflect the level of content 
knowledge and skills required to perform the job of an educator receiving an initial 
license in Illinois. 
 
Passing Score 

To pass a foreign language content-area test you must obtain a scaled total test 
score of 240 or above. 
 
Total Test Score 

The total test score is based on your performance on the entire test, specifically the 
number of multiple-choice questions you answered correctly and the scores you 
received on the two constructed-response assignments.  The multiple-choice items 
represent 67 percent of the total test score and the constructed-response 
assignments represent 33 percent of the total test score. 
 
Subarea Scores 

 Subarea scores are presented on the same scale as the total test score. 

 Subarea scores contain different numbers of questions and are weighted 
differently in the computation of the total test score; therefore, the average of 
the subarea scaled scores generally will not equal the scaled total test score. 

 Subarea scores will help you assess your areas of relative strength and 
weakness. 

 
Reporting of Scores 

Your results will be forwarded to the Illinois State Board of Education and to the 
Illinois institution(s) you indicate during the registration process.  You should keep 
the score report you receive for your own records. 
 



 

Illinois Licensure Testing System Study Guide—Foreign Language:  Russian 2-31
 

READING YOUR REPORT:  A SAMPLE 

A sample of a Foreign Language:  Russian test score report is provided below. 
 

Your Status:  Did not pass 12

5
256
234
263
226
211
224
236

Number of Test 
Items in Subarea Subarea Name

Test: 134 Foreign Language:  Russian
Your Scaled Total Test Score:  236

11 to 20
11 to 20
21 to 30
11 to 20

1
1

Listening Comp. of Audio Recordings
Reading and Vocabulary
Language Structures and Acquisition
Cultural Knowledge
Written Expression
Oral Expression
Scaled Total Test Score

Subarea Score Performance Graph

100-------------------240-------300

3

 
 
According to the above sample, the examinee did not pass the Foreign Language:  
Russian test , because the examinee's total test score of 236  is below the 
passing score of 240. 
 
In regard to the multiple-choice section of the test, the examinee did better on the 
Language Structures and Acquisition subarea  of the test than on the Reading 
and Vocabulary subarea .  The examinee will need to retake the test and achieve 
a total test score of 240 or higher to pass the test.  The score report indicates the 
number of items for each subarea on the test . 
 
An insert will be included with your score report that provides information about 
interpreting the Performance Graph. 
 
HOW TO INTERPRET THE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORES 

The responses are scored by educators trained in assessment, using the same 
standards for all examinees, by a process called focused holistic scoring.  The 
process allows the scoring of examinee responses based on overall quality rather 
than on an analysis of the components.  For the constructed-response 
assignments, scorers use a set of performance characteristics to base their 
judgments.  In general, if a passing score is attained for the constructed-response 
test sections, it is likely that the performance characteristics have been 
demonstrated in the responses. 
 
Each response is scored on a scale from 1 to 4, with 1 representing a totally 
undeveloped response and 4 representing a response that is very well developed.  
Each response is read or listened to and scored by two scorers; the sum of the two 
scores is the total score assigned to the response.  This score is then converted to 
the scaled score that is reported on your score report. 
 
Scaled scores are reported on a range from 100 to 300.  A total test score of 240  
or above is necessary to pass the test.  Further explanation regarding the 
interpretation of your constructed-response scores will be provided on your score 
report. 
 




